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GRACE AND TRUTH IN UNCERTAIN TIMES 
This was the theme of the conference that I, along with my wife Helen and our Mission District 
Secretary, Mark Taylor, attended in Melbourne in September. The óAnglican Future Conferenceô, 
held in a central city church, addressed the future direction and opportunities for the Anglican 
Church in Australia. Almost every Diocese was represented at the conference including our 
Bishop, John Ford, and from Adelaide and Willochra in South Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The conference particularly sought ways of equipping ourselves better for mission in the world, 
to study the scriptures and to examine the culture and how better to engage in it. One of the 
keynote speakers was the former NSW Premier, Mike Baird, who provided an insight into being a 
Christian as a former MP. He spoke of how he and the NSW Police Commissioner, Andrew 
Scipione, prayed together before facing the media after the siege at the Lindt Café in Martin Place. 
They prayed for unity in the city, which he said became very apparent with the outpouring of grief 
by many people and from the Muslim community.  
 
One of the striking aspects for me at the conference was the emphasis on Bible Studies. During 
the three days of the conference, there were three key note bible studies looking at ways we as a 
community contend with the challenges of bringing Godôs message of hope to others in an 
increasingly secular society. These one hour bible studies at the beginning of each day looked at 
just one bible passage each and reflected on the challenges at the time and how they translated to 
what we are facing today.  (continued on page 2) 
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One of them was in 2 Chronicles 20. 1-12, where King Jehoshaphat, the Godly leader of Judah, 
was informed of a large army that was going to invade Judah. The King was afraid; he prayed to 
the Lord and declared a nationwide fast. They did and pleaded to God, knowing that this great 
army was about to overtake them. God answered their prayers and the army was destroyed and of 
course they were saved. In the midst of challenge and uncertainty in this modern world, we were 
encouraged to do the same, to pray to God for intervention. We were reminded that we live in a 
world which has become very individualistic and materialistic, where we tend to take control of the 
situation and donôt ask God for help and to be our guide. We should instead live as Godôs chosen 
people, to recognise that God is sovereign and that through his Son, Jesus Christ who took the 
horror of the cross, he is alive, victorious and the reigning King over creation.  
 
In October, we are being encouraged to put this into practice by praying and even fasting like we 
do in the season of Lent and to ask God to guide us. An evangelist who has successfully planted a 
church in Adelaide says that every time a revival has occurred, people have been praying and 
reciting the psalms. It has therefore been suggested that we give time for prayer daily, in any way 
we can. Prayer cards are being distributed for us to help undertake this task. Please ask me for 
one if you donôt have one. You may wish to also join me at Renmark or Deacon Scott at Waikerie 
in saying Morning Prayer and or Evening Prayer together and of course our Sunday services in 
our churches. 
 
Prayer was identified as being paramount in reviving churches at a workshop I attended at the 
Anglican Future Conference. It was in fact regarded as the biggest factor in a case study in 
reviving a church in the Diocese of Tasmania. The power of prayer was followed by good 
preaching, loving the people, and for church leaders in being emotionally intelligent in leadership. 
 
This month of prayer in October will be followed by several workshops in the Riverland by the 
Reverend John Warner. The Reverend Warner, an evangelist, has had success in planting a 
church in Adelaide and was the keynote speaker at Synod this year and at the most recent clergy 
residential. Through Bishop John, he has now agreed to help 
the Diocese. This opportunity will occur on the second and 
fourth weekends in November in the Riverland. The first of the 
evangelism workshops will be at the Anglican Church Hall at 
Barmera at 2 pm on Saturday 10 November. The second of 
two will be delivered on Saturday 24 November at 2 pm at 
the Church Hall at Berri. He will present a repeat of the 
second evangelism workshop at Waikerie following the 11 am 
service on Sunday 25 November. The workshops will be an 
opportunity for us to be better equipped to help us share our 
story about Jesus with others. Please mark these dates in 
your diary. (See the centrespread for more details.) He will 
also preach at Renmark on Sunday 11 November and at 
Barmera and Waikerie on Sunday 25 November. 
 
With every blessing, Fr Paul 

http://www.riverlandanglicans.org.au/
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ST JAMESô, WAIKERIE 
 

The Waikerie Combined Guilds Luncheon was held on 6 June in St Jamesô Hall with about 
thirty ladies enjoying lunch together. Melissa Mudd was our guest speaker and talked about her 
life and how she came to be a pastoral care worker at Waikerie Primary and a part-time teacher at 
Rivergum College. 

 
We celebrated St Jamesô Day on 22 July with guest 
preacher Deacon Jesse Poole speaking on the theme ófrom 
little things, big things growô. We were very lucky to have 
David McAvenna playing the music for the service on his 
guitar and leading the singing. He also played two of his own 
compositions. Deacon Scott organised the service and 
trained Zachery Taylor to help with serving for the first time. 
We welcomed visitors from Loxton, Barmera and Renmark 
to our service and had lunch at the Waikerie Hotel 
afterwards. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our oldest parishioner, Mrs Elva Hall, 
celebrated her 100th Birthday on 18 August with 
family and friends at an afternoon tea at Pioneer 
Haven nursing home. 

 
 

 

St Peterôs, Morgan 
 

St Peterôs Day was celebrated on 24 June, when Deacon Scott gave the sermon and the service 
was followed by lunch in the hall.  
 
There were also services on 29 July and 30 September, as services have reverted to the fifth 
Sunday in the month. Thank you to Dorothy Dunk for playing the organ at these services. 

June Taylor 
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ST AUGUSTINEôS, RENMARK 
 
A wonderful Thanksgiving Service was held on 17 June with approximately 28 parishioners in 
attendance. This was followed by lunch in the back of our church with the catering organised by 
Ruth Daws and Glacie Lockyer. A big thank you to Ruth and Glacie.  
 

 
 
 
 
Two large thanksgiving banners were on 
display. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our Church on Mothersô Day: 
 
 
 
Another highlight was Fr Paulôs nephew, Tim Heath and 
his wife Eleanore, renewed their wedding vows on the 
10th anniversary of their wedding during the Sunday 
church service on 29 July. 
 
Three of our parishioners attended the Welcome 
Course on 25 August in the Barmera Hall which was a 
very informative day with many ideas and suggestions 
made, particularly on how welcoming the church looks on 
the outside (garden, signs, easy entry to church), as well 
of course our interactions with new parishioners and 
follow up. 
 
óWorld Day of Prayer for the Care of Creationô was held at St Augustines on 1 September. 
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Saturday 2 September was a very special day for Georgina Patros and Dylan Shaw who were 
married by Fr Paul. The Church was adorned with beautiful spring blossoms provided and 
arranged by Bev Gartery and pews decorated by Mary Kent and Lianne Pannell. A lovely 
occasion. 
 
Our Patronal Festival was celebrated 
on 19 August with Fr Paul, Deacon 
Scott, Pastoral Assistant Bronnie 
Casement and two altar boys, Josh 
Crook and Oliver Sims.  
 
It was a grand occasion with David 
Rosenthal with his guitar, 
complementing the organ music 
played by Anne-Marie Wasley. A 
wonderful service followed by a shared 
lunch held in the Church. St Augustine 
of Hippo would be proud! 
 
Three parishioners attended the Renmark High School Chaplaincy Group on 5 September to 
support the very important work of our Pastoral Care Workers at Renmark High School, Renmark 
Primary and Renmark North Primary Schools. This group has representatives from the Anglican 
Church and Uniting and Lutheran Church in Renmark and Paringa. The Annual General Meeting 
will be held on 17 October where a new Chairperson will need to be appointed as Ellen Traeger 
will be stepping down after many years of dedication at the helm. 
 
Our two Bible Studies groups meet on Wednesdays at 10:45 am and 6:00 pm and Ruth Dawsô 
Taize service of singing and meditation is held regularly. 
 
Our parishioners continue to enjoy lunch after the 11:00 am service on the third Sunday of the 
month. Last monthôs lunch was at a new venue - The Mallee Estate. Our parishioners have voted 
enthusiastically to lunch there again. All are welcome for a great time of fellowship. 
 

Shirley Sims 
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Workshop 1 
 Saturday 10 November 2 pm St Edmundôs Barmera 
  

Workshop 2 
 Saturday 24 November 2 pm St Albanôs Berri 
 or 
 Sunday 25 November Following 11 am worship St Jamesô Waikerie 


