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There have been quite a few people who have said to me in my
priestly ministry that there is no need to worship God in a church; it
can be done anywhere. Certainly, we find God in many aspects in
our life: in the beauty of the world, in other people, through bible
reflections and in private meditation day by day.
Coming together as a worshipping community in a church is
important though and is one that should be done regularly. It is a set
time where we can spend time with God, be in fellowship with one
another and support each other in our journey of faith. We are
certainly created to be in relationship with God through our baptism
and to express that relationship in every way possible by coming
together as a community and in fellowship with each other.
I believe it is also a duty that we as God’s human children perform, in grateful obedience to the
One who is the source of their life and their salvation. It is one where we enter in a different
dimension of time and space. It is another way also of ensuring that our lives on earth are in tune
with heaven.
Of course, there are several practical reasons for being at a church regularly. One of the primary
purposes of Christian worship is to affirm, inspire and support each other as Christians. It is a
place where we can come to God knowing that we can ask for forgiveness of our sins and to be
absolved of them, therefore enabling us to go into the world with confidence, knowing that God is
with us. This is done early in the service, which is important.
Another aspect, whilst being in fellowship with one another, is to hear God’s work in the world and
through his Son, Jesus Christ. It is an opportunity to know more about God’s saving grace to us
and to reflect on it. We then have time to pray and to share in a holy meal, in the consecrated
bread and wine; that is given to us as spiritual food. This gives us the strength to go into the world
in service of God, in sharing our faith with others and encouraging them into our faith community.
It is where we give our best to God in worship; in making sure we take time to be with God and
praising God in the presence of a church. We symbolise this amongst other things in the church
with candles on the altar representing the risen Christ and the gift of the Holy Spirit, given to all of
us at our baptism.
We are also affirmed in our Christian journey, by having the time to stop in our busy world. There
is time for reflection and silence through prayer at the conclusion of a sermon and after receiving
communion. In that way, we come into the presence of God with a sense of reverence, awe and
expectation.
Continued on page 2
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As a Christian community, we should operate in very much the same way as other forms of human
community but where we should express the experience of Jesus Christ, the Son of God alive in
our midst, the gratitude for what God has done, and in the love of Christ that permeates the
gathering.
We are social beings too and we are not supposed to do this on our own. Of course, God
welcomes people at every age, to be in relationship with him and to go into the world with
confidence knowing God is by our side. God’s door is always open to us too to have a relationship
with him. What better way than to attend a church and be part of a worshipping community, where
you will be warmly welcomed and embraced.
With every blessing, Fr Paul

Taize
A Taize (pronounced...Tay-Zay) Service is held on the
first Wednesday of each month at 5 pm at St
Augustine's, Renmark, for approximately an hour.
This form of prayer comes from the Christian monastic
community of Taize, located in the heart of the
Burgundy region in France. The music is sung in chant
form with simple lyrics from scripture, which express a
basic reality of faith. They can gradually penetrate our
whole being to continue in the silence of one's heart
later.
The focal point at our service is a replica of the Taize
icon of Jesus, surrounded by candle light.

If any other churches would like to experience this
style of worship, please feel free to contact Ruth Daws
to negotiate a suitable time.
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APPOINTMENTS / ELECTIONS 2019
Churchwardens
Congregation
Barmera
Berri
Loxton
Monash
Morgan
Renmark
Waikerie

Priest’s Warden
John Reed
Nerida Stanton
Louise Burgess
Gordon Sharp
Tony English
Shirley Sims
June Taylor

People’s Warden
vacancy
Rosemary Kassebaum
Aimee Smith
Joy Stoeckel
Philip Lockyer
Alison Smith

Ministry Groups
Ministry Group
Berri-Barmera-Monash
Loxton
Renmark
Waikerie-Morgan

Priest and relevant Wardens, plus the following:
Cheryl Davis, Jenny Siviour, Pauline Stevens
Daphne Dack, Peter Hartley, Sue Jagger, Rob Lehmann,
Jennie Lory, Russell Smith
Ruth Daws, Jonathan Ellis, Mary Kent, Lianne Pannell,
Marie Pearce, Ellen Traeger
Cheryl Angove, Yvonne Bird, Janet Grosse, Joy Pfeiler,
Mark Taylor

Mission District Council
Role
Chair

Person
Lay member representing the Mission District on Diocesan
Council – currently Ruth Daws (elections by Synod)
Priest
Fr Paul Devenport
Mission District Secretary Mark Taylor
Local Treasurer
Cheryl Davis
Plus two representatives, at least one being a Warden, from each Ministry Group:
Ministry Group
Councillors
Berri-Barmera-Monash
Jenny Siviour, Nerida Stanton (W)
Loxton
Louise Burgess (W), Aimee Smith (W)
Renmark
Philip Lockyer (W), Shirley Sims (W)
Waikerie-Morgan
Cheryl Angove, June Taylor (W)
Assistant Local Treasurer

Lianne Pannell

Synod of the Diocese of The Murray
Fr Paul is joined by eight Lay representatives (in the second of a three year term):
Lay Representative
Ministry Group
Renmark
Ruth Daws
Waikerie
Dean Grosse
Loxton
Anne Lehmann
Loxton
Rob Lehmann
Renmark
Glacy Lockyer
Berri-Barmera-Monash
Jenny Siviour
Waikerie-Morgan
Mark Taylor
vacancy
Two Substitutionary Lay members of Synod (in the second of a three year term):
Lay Representative
Ministry Group
Loxton
Peter Hartley
Waikerie-Morgan
Janet Grosse
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CENTRAL AREA – BERRI, BARMERA, MONASH
St Alban’s, Berri
A ‘Blue Christmas’ service was held at the
Uniting Church at Berri on Sunday 22
December.
It was a service for those who may have been
struggling at Christmas with the loss of a loved
one or through loneliness or depression. The
service was supported by the Riverland
Community Suicide Prevention Network and
Standby – support after suicide. Conduct of the
service was shared by the Reverend Sandy
Webb and Fr Paul Devenport. The Acapella
Choir also presented a number of musical
items.
On 17 February, Bishop John conducted Confirmation services at Berri and Waikerie. At Berri,
Callum Pankhurst was baptised and was then confirmed with Aimee Smith, Ethan Cross, Nathan
Fielke and Jacinta Williams. They were well supported by their sponsors.

All candidates had undergone preparation using a book titled ‘Faith Confirmed’. The sacrament of
Confirmation is for those who have been Baptised and then make the baptismal promises for
themselves. It enables them to be strengthened by the gift of the Holy Spirit.
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St Edmund’s, Barmera
Since the last Grapevine we have had services taken by Father Bob which have been interesting.
He likes to have morning tea with us and a friendly chat, but unfortunately he normally needs to
get to another service in Waikerie in a hurry.
Pancake Tea was held on Shrove Tuesday with a small number attending due to the concert
being held in Renmark. Those that came enjoyed savoury and sweet pancakes and lots of chat.
In February, we had Fr Damian Feeny for an evangelism workshop and a shared tea before the
meeting. In March, Rev John Warner held a workshop which was well attended. The new air
conditioners helped make the evenings enjoyable.
We hosted the World Day of Prayer in March; 25 attended this lovely evening of fellowship.
Easter Services were well attended with Father Bob and Father Paul sharing the services.
Morning tea was served with Hot Cross Buns on Good Friday and small cakes decorated with
Easter eggs on Sunday.
Our monthly markets continue to be successful and our twilight market by the lake on Easter Day
was a good fundraiser at which we sold pies, biscuits and jams. Thanks to those who contributed
by cooking and manning the stall. We have just finished our twice a year month at the Combined
Churches’ Op Shop in Berri - all voluntary and financially worthwhile for us.
Jenny Siviour

St Oswald’s, Monash
In writing this report it has made us realise how many events we have shared within the Central
District (Berri, Barmera and Monash) since Christmas 2018. In December we farewelled Deacon
Scott Mudd. It was lovely to then welcome (in January) Father Bob Hupfeld as now Father Paul
had help with his very heavy workload.
In February we attended, in Barmera, a workshop conducted by Father Damian Feeney. This
was excellent in showing us how to increase our numbers. Then it was so pleasing to attend the
Confirmation and Baptism service in Berri. This and the Confirmation at Waikerie later in the day
were Bishop John’s last Riverland services before retiring to England. Also in February was the
commissioning of Riverland Pastoral Care Workers at ‘Church Together’ in the Berri Town Hall.
In March we shared at Barmera a ‘Wine and Cheese’ night followed by Father John Warner
encouraging us to “share Jesus” with others. The next afternoon he again shared ideas with us.
Our Annual Vestry meeting was held in Berri followed by a pooled lunch.
Palm Sunday service was in Barmera. Our usual Easter Vigil Service was held with a
champagne and chicken supper. Father John Devenport and Father Paul were our priests. The
opportunity shop, Barmera Markets, visiting the sick and lonely, and the annual Easter Pie stall
have kept us all busy.
Thanks to Gordon Sharp for his Praise, Prayer and Proclamation Services; Dorothy Dunk for her
organ music; Cheryl Davis for her weekly Lenten Study Group and her mammoth effort in being
Riverland Treasurer; Geoff Davis for supporting Cheryl and especially for his emergency signage
notices; Graeme Stoeckel for doing any repairs; and Gaye Lieven for her wonderful cooking. Our
numbers may be few but we certainly contribute much to our Mission District of Riverland.
Gordon Sharp and Joy Stoeckel
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ST JAMES’, WAIKERIE
On 3 December the
Riverland farewell to
Deacon
Scott
and
Melissa Mudd was held
at Waikerie – a service
‘with the lot’.
Some parishioners were
able recently to see
Scott ordained a Priest
at Goolwa on 5 May.
(Refer page 12)

Our 2018 Christmas Eve
Service was well attended
with the children present
dressing the Nativity and the
liturgy and hymns showing
on the large screen.

In January we welcomed Fr Bob Hupfeld and his wife Gerri to Waikerie where they reside in the
Rectory from Thursday night to Sunday each week. Fr Bob takes many worship services in
Waikerie and all the other Riverland Towns.
During February we had a visit from Fr Damian Feeney who was focusing on the theme
‘Changing the Capital’ and gave us much to think about.
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A Confirmation service for
Joyleen (Joy) Pfeiler was held
at Waikerie on 17 February
and it was lovely to have the
church filled with family and
friends of Joy and our local
parishioners to take part in this
special service. Bishop John
officiated in his last visit to the
Riverland. Afternoon tea was
then held in the hall.

World Day of Prayer was
hosted by St James’ this year
for all the local Waikerie
churches. This year’s theme
was ‘Come – everything is
ready’ and the service was
written by women of Slovenia.
Representatives from each of the other churches took part in the service, with Fr Bob as guest
speaker and the collection going to Trauma Healing for Women in Slovenia.

Our Lenten studies began in March at Alison
Smith’s house and, with Fr Bob, we studied the
previous Sunday’s gospel reading in the ‘Lectio
Divina’ style which we found very interesting.

This year we were so lucky to have Fr Bob take all
our services from Palm Sunday right through to
Easter Day. We had a very moving service on
Maundy Thursday that finished in darkness as a
psalm was read and the sanctuary was stripped in
readiness for Good Friday. Both our Good Friday and
Easter Day services were well attended this year.
June Taylor

St Peter’s, Morgan
The planned Christmas theme service on 30 December was cancelled when excessive hot
weather was forecast. Fr Bob instead led a service on Sunday 3 February. Easter was then
celebrated with worship on Easter Eve, 20 April.
The next service will be on Sunday 30 June at 11.00 am, celebrating the Patronal Festival of St
Peter. There will be no service at Waikerie on that day, so we hope many of that congregation will
attend. Others are more than welcome also. A shared lunch is planned to follow in the hall.
Mission District Council has recently approved hiring the Morgan church hall to a local resident to
run a craft shop starting in July.
May 2019
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CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION, LOXTON
Hall Repairs
The Loxton Parish Hall has been subsiding over the last few years with large cracks appearing
above the doorway into the Kitchen. The cause turned out to be pooling of stormwater from broken
stormwater drains next to the building.
The Loxton Ministry Group asked the Diocesan Registrar to find out if our insurers would cover the
cost of the repairs to be done and in October 2018 a representative of Crawford & Co Loss
Assessors inspected the building and referred it to an engineer for final assessment. The claim
was successful; work was started on 8 April by an Adelaide based Company, Structural
Restoration Services, specialising in underpinning buildings. Work continued through to mid-May.
Previously the stormwater drains, and roof gutters had been cleaned and, on the east side, the
stormwater drains have been replaced. This has hopefully solved the problem of stormwater
pooling next to the hall and not running away to the roadside.
Loxton Lunch April 2019
The Loxton Congregation celebrated 90 years since the Parish Hall was opened. About 45 people
attended the lunch. Fr Paul gave a blessing and said Grace before a delicious meal of roast beef
and vegetables was served.
Rob Lehmann gave a summary of when the Hall was built and opened by Archdeacon Bussell in
April 1929. He spoke of the use of the Hall over all the years - Sunday School, Church and Ladies
Guild meetings, Fundraisers - Strawberry Fetes, dances, bridge parties, craft fairs and a furniture
sale. The hall was, at one time, the residence of Fr Frank Willoughby!
The wider Loxton community used the hall for engagement parties, wedding receptions, and
sporting functions. Sweets were served - Impossible Pie, Stewed Plums and cream finished a
great celebration.
Rob Lehmann

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Night
Once again Loxton held its annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Night on 5 March. The community
was invited and we had about 60 people attend. Fr Bob and Gerri joined us and we all enjoyed the
scrumptious food on offer.
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Thank you once again to our
congregation for inviting family
and friends to this wonderful
fundraising event. We raised
approximately $780 from the
night.

Easter Services and Church of the Resurrection Patronal Festival
What beautiful weather we had at Easter and along with it, a Palm Sunday Service, Maundy
Thursday Service, Good Friday and Easter
Day service.
Attendance at the services was good,
particularly on Easter Day where we had 37
people in the congregation. Singing with
gusto and participating in the Passion was
the order of the day!
With four little cherubs in the congregation,
Fr Paul held an Easter egg hunt after a short
talk with the children. Annual visitors joined
the fun and stayed for a delicious morning
tea afterward in the Parish Hall.
Louise Burgess

Loxton folk with Bishop John and Fr Paul at the Confirmation service at Berri on 17 February.
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ST AUGUSTINE’S, RENMARK
What a privilege it was to have our little
Church nestled on the banks of the River
chosen by the Chamber Philharmonia
Cologne of Germany to perform an evening of
live classical music on 5 March.
Our Church was overflowing with over 100
people who enjoyed a wonderful evening of
live classical music enhanced by the Church’s
acoustics and wine and cheese to enjoy
during the evening. What potential our
Churches have for holding similar concerts …
food for thought.

The brillant musicians, Adrian Bautista, Matthew
Rogby, Fian Cooney, Dimitri Gornovsky, Rebecca
Scully and Hayley Bullock. Absent: Sergey
Didorenko.

Ruth Daws organised a family Palm Sunday the
week before Palm Sunday that was enjoyed by six
children and three adults. Following the short
service and singing was a craft activity - making
Jesus on the Cross from wooden pegs.

Amazing what our Church can
be used for – making the
Crosses at the back of the
Church. Hope there was no
glue on the carpet!
This was followed by pizzas in
St Monica’s Room.
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Palm Sunday

The Way Of the Cross held in the
Jarrett Gardens in Renmark on
Good Friday.
St Augustine’s was host to this
year’s Women’s World Day of
Prayer
on
12
March
with
approximately
30
people
in
attendance. The guest speaker was
Julie Peltz (topic: trauma).
Our Rocks on Festival Stall/Barbecue was held on 16 March where we raised $865.55.
Shirley Sims

Riverland resource use and financial viability
An objective in our Mission Action Plan, re-adopted at this year’s Annual Vestry meeting, is: To
maintain good stewardship of the capital resources developed by previous generations and ensure
the future financial viability of the Mission District.
Mission District Council has been pursuing this objective, with input from our Future Vision Task
Force and a Working Party on Resources and Viability. Our finances are currently operating in
deficit – relying on funds invested by past parishioners. We have property and capital assets in
seven towns – are we using them well in God’s name?
A ‘State of the Riverland’ document was distributed in December 2018 and updated in April to
provide people with base data on capital assets, human resources, local demographics and
finances. If you have not seen it and would like a copy, please speak to one of your Wardens or
contact me.
Ministry Groups were asked to seek ideas on the issues and supplied some to Council in
February. The Council requested Ministry Groups develop proposals from those ideas that have
local support. The Future Vision Task Force will coordinate these proposals and also investigate
District wide ideas - to provide recommendations to the Mission District Council. Detailed
consultation with congregations will occur prior to any major decisions.
New ideas are still welcome – your Wardens and local Ministry Group will be pleased to hear
from you.
Mark Taylor
May 2019
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Ordination of Scott Mudd
After spending 2018 in the Riverland, Deacon Scott Mudd continued his training in the South
Coast Mission Partnership, including Port Elliot and Goolwa.
On 5 May, Scott was ordained by Bishop John Ford in his last liturgical act as the Bishop of The
Murray. Scott was supported in
his ordination to the priesthood
by 16 representatives from the
Riverland, his parents and
brother, his wife, Melissa,
about 10 priests in the Diocese
and the congregation at the
Holy Evangelists, Goolwa.
Bishop Stephen Pickard who
was made a Canon Theologian
earlier in the day preached.
Fr Scott then came to the
Riverland where he celebrated
the Mass and preached at St
Augustine’s, Renmark, on the
following Wednesday morning.

Farewell to Bishop John
Bishop John Ford came to the Diocese of The Murray with a strong focus on mission; in growing
the church in the Diocese. Within months of his appointment, he appointed Fr Paul to the
Riverland as the Priest-in-Charge and Waikerie merged with the Riverland. He established eight
mission partnerships within the Diocese, of which one was the Riverland. All had to develop
mission action plans and focus on growing churches, rather than just maintaining them. In doing
so, each of the eight areas had a clerical and a lay person appointed on Diocesan Council. As
well, the management groups for each of the four areas in the Riverland became ministry groups,
the main focus of them thinking outside the square in mission initiatives. He also provided two
wonderful Lenten studies and brought several bishops, priests and lay people from England to
help in his mission focused strategy. We give thanks for the Bishop’s tenure in the Diocese over
the past five years, in giving all he could
to encourage us and others in the
journey in faith with God.
Following Fr Scott’s ordination at
Goolwa, the party from the Riverland
presented Bishop John with an aerial
photograph of Loxton as a farewell gift,
with our best wishes for his return to
England and retirement.
The striking photograph was taken by
Mark Burgess utilising a drone.
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