Anglican Riverland Grapevine

The magazine of the

Mission District of the Riverland
December 2019

Fr Paul writes:
The bushfires in New South Wales and Queensland have brought with it much debate about
whether climate change is a contributing factor. Listening to an interview on ABC’s Radio National
recently, it was claimed rainforest in northern NSW which was a natural buffer for the spread of
bushfires in that area had caught alight for the first time, because it was so dry. Retired fire chiefs
are now uniting around Australia for urgent action on climate change and calling on the Federal
Government to reduce its reliance on fossil fuels. I certainly remember as a journalist for the ABC
interviewing a fire chief on the NSW south coast in 2010 following a fire in the Shoalhaven near
Nowra. He told me he’d never experienced such fire conditions before, with such an intense fire
ground and unpredictable changes to winds.
Over the past three years, we have set aside a Sunday in the season of Creationtide during
September and early October, where we give thanks for God’s creation but also pray for its
sustainability. We all have a responsibility to care for the world but we also are reminded of God’s
providence over us, in looking after us as God’s creatures. We also know through scripture of God
intervening with His creation, such as in Genesis ordering Noah to build an ark and subsequently
covering the world with water so he could start again with his people, and then again Jesus
calming the storm in Matthew Chapter 8.
It is this Jesus who we celebrate coming into the world as
God’s Son this Christmas and every Christmas over the past
two thousand years. God loved the world so much that he
wanted to send his only Son Jesus Christ into the world, as
His love for us. Jesus came to share with us what God was
like, to bring peace into the world and for all of us to live in
harmony with each other.
Ensure it is a special time to celebrate this year. It begins with
the season of Advent, the four Sundays before Christmas,
and then the day itself. Just as we prepare for Christmas, so
we should spiritually prepare too, with attending the services
leading up to Christmas, as part of the impending excitement
of the celebration. In the four Sundays before Christmas, we
reflect about the coming of Jesus Christ, his expected birth,
about his cousin John the Baptist preaching about preparing
the way for the Messiah and about the coming of Jesus Christ
once again, as he promised.
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It is important to make the time to spiritually prepare, to spend time with God, despite the
competing demands at this time of the year, so that you can share the excitement again this
Christmas. It is certainly not about just receiving presents and certainly it is not about Santa Claus,
an invention of Coca Cola in the 1930’s. The birth of Jesus marks the engagement of God in the
ordinary world that we know and live in. Jesus is the one who also gives us a taste of God’s future.
It is the one gift that exceeds all others.
So make coming to church an essential and vital part of your Christmas. Invite your family and
friends to share that joy as well. It will begin with a service of Carols at St Alban’s, Berri, on
Sunday 22 December at 7 pm, followed by a Christmas supper. Refer to the back cover of this
magazine for detailed service times at each church.
For those who are expected to be on your own this Christmas Day, the Lutheran Church in
Renmark is holding a Christmas lunch in its hall from midday. If you would like to attend, phone
0400 980 762 to make a booking. About 70 people attended last year. There is no cost for the
lunch but donations will be gratefully accepted.
May you have a joyous Christmas and with every blessing for the New Year.

Fr Paul

BERRI BUNNINGS SAUSAGE SIZZLE
Every so often Bunnings in Berri allocate a date that our Mission District can cook their sausage
sizzle. We have found, over the time, that it is a great way to get to know others from the district,
catch up with people we know and raise a bit of money to support God’s work.
Bunnings provide the
BBQ, shelter and gas. We
provide
the
willing
workers,
food
and
comraderie.
If you are able to help,our
next three dates are:
Saturday 21 December
Monday 27 January
Saturday 28 March.
Please
contact
Ruth
Daws on 0403 194 087
with your availability and
she will allocate an
appropriate
two
hour
shift.
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CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION, LOXTON
On 1 September, Father’s Day,
Corrine and Michael brought their
son to be baptised Hudson
James. The Church was filled
with family and members of the
congregation. It was a delightful
service taken by Father Paul.

In recent weeks we have had two
trees cut back, with some of our
congregation saying the trees
would not grow back, but new
growth
has
materialised
fantastic!
Attendance is down a little at our monthly lunches, but it is a very sociable gathering.
The Food Pantry has proved to be quite a success, at times with people queuing at the door.
After a two month trial, we have
decided to continue providing
to the needy. We have had
many donations from Adelaide,
as well as locally. Thank you to
the volunteers that help staff it
every two weeks – on the
second and fourth Saturday
mornings. Our outreach to the
community has been quietly
satisfying.
Daphne Dack

Donations are sought such as non perishable foods with an easy opening pull ring, pasta and
sauces, breakfast cereals, easy to make pancake mix, eggs, soap, shampoo, ladies sanitary items
and baby products. Nourishing, simple ingredients able to be made into meals are better than
gourmet items or luxuries.
People in other churches can bring goods to their local church and they will be transported. Louise
Burgess will be happy to hear from you if you can assist in any way.
Cash is obviously welcome also – with access to Foodbank we can probably stretch your dollar
further than you visiting a supermarket.
A grant from the insurer ANSVAR has been awarded recently for proactive risk mitigation
activity. In our case, the grant will pay half the cost of installing two downpipes on the front of the
Hall – work that may reduce future damage and potential insurance claims.
December 2019

Anglican Riverland Grapevine

Page 3

ST JAMES’, WAIKERIE
In September, Fr Peter and Dcn Mary hosted Bishop Brent Alawas
from the northern Philippines and he spoke at our service on the work
he has done as a priest and then a Bishop with the help of ABM to
grow the church in the Philippines. Lunch in the hall followed and we
celebrated the birthdays of three of our parishioners with three
different cakes.

October was the Waikerie Flower Show
held in the Institute on the 18th and 19th.
The theme was ‘Our Gardens: Nurturing
the Body, Mind and Soul’. Lyn Nitschke
did a beautiful display for our church with
three large vases of flowers on pedestals
in the church colours and depicting Body,
Mind and Soul.

The annual Waikerie Hospital Gala Day
was on 1 November and we manned the
plant stall as we do every year. Alison
Smith donated a plant from the Garden
Centre for our raffle and the Garden
Centre donated second and third prizes.
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All Souls Day was observed on 3 November during our
Sunday service with Fr Peter. Janet read out the names
and we lit candles to commemorate departed loved ones.
This year our church has joined local groups, clubs,
schools and other organisations to decorate and display a
Christmas Tree – ours revealing the Christ story. The
Christmas Tree Trail of over 100 trees is staged at
Federation Park (by the Rain Moth Gallery) from 25
November to 13 January.
We are also helping with the local Riverland Christmas
Appeal by providing use of our hall to store 70 hampers
and distribute parcels to the needy.
June Taylor

St Peter’s, Morgan
A congregation of 16 attended a service at
Morgan on 29 September. In celebration of St
Michael and All Angels, the church was
decorated with angel wings.
In his children’s talk, Fr Paul enquired if the
children were ‘angels’ at home. Their look to
mum for an answer suggested they might not
be!
Lunch followed in the hall, where participants
could also observe the growing range of
crafts available at the Craft Centre.
The Craft Centre presented over $100.00 in
donations collected from the public. They
have also continued to work on the grounds.
The next service at Morgan will be at 9.00 am on Christmas Day … a first in many years.
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ST AUGUSTINE’S, RENMARK
St Augustine’s took advantage of the offer of free mulch by the Renmark/Paringa Council. A few
of our parishioners gave generously of their time over a couple of weekends to collect the mulch
and spread over the garden beds in the front of our church. A huge thank you to Mary and Ian
Kent, Margaret and Peter Gitsham and Philip Sims.
.

As part of Rose Week, and an opportunity to be out
and about in the community, St Augustine’s held
their stall in the Jarrett Memorial Gardens with a
wonderful display of donated homemade cakes,
biscuits and jams; proudly displayed by Carolyn
Stimpson, Ellen Traeger, Marie Pearce and Mary
Kent.

We thought we would try Mitre 10 barbecue again after a disappointing result a few months ago.
This time I think the weather was against us (not complaining tho, was lovely to have the rain).
Many thanks to our volunteers: Marie Pearce, Bev and Ben Gartery, Shirley Sims, Lianne Pannell,
Ellen Traeger, Philip Lockyer, and Mary and Ian Kent.
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Fr Paul officiated at the wedding of Donna Frankel and David Sims on Sunday 22 September at
Habel House, Loxton: a beautiful garden setting with the river in the background.

Welcome to Adrian-James Thompson as a new member of
God’s family. He was baptised by Fr Paul on 3 November. We
welcome his parents and godparents.

A very young helper
(Abagail Sims) with Fr
Peter Chilver and Ruth
Daws at a recent
communion service.

As Chaplain of the Renmark RSL, Fr Paul was part of
the Remembrance Day Service on 11 November.
A crocheted, knitted and handmade poppy trail was a
feature of the service.
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During his grand tour of the Riverland,
Bishop Keith was taken for a river
cruise with John Steed, Ian Kent and Fr
Paul.

Three Renmark parishioners (Caryl
Highton, Ruth Daws, Philip Lockyer)
and from Loxton, Louise Burgess,
helped with a recent sausage sizzle.

While travelling in the UK during October, Shirley and
Philip Sims caught up for coffee with Bishop John and
Bridget, both looking very relaxed and John enjoying
his retirement.

Spreading the Gospel
The church now has available copies of the Gospel of Luke for people to take away if they wish
while visiting the church. While the booklets cost $1.33 each, a pack of 50 has been placed in the
church’s porch for those who may be enquirers of Christianity.
The Gospel contains the story of Jesus Christ from his birth until his resurrection. The booklets
complement our pew sheets for visitors, along with welcome pamphlets and copies of the
Riverland Grapevine and, when available, the Diocesan Murray Anglican. You are welcome to take
one yourself and give to someone else who you believe would be interested in knowing more
about Jesus.
Shirley Sims
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CENTRAL AREA – BERRI, BARMERA, MONASH
St Edmund’s, Barmera
A delegation of three people representing the Prime Bishop of the Philippines travelled to Australia
in September to celebrate 25 years of the Anglican Board of Mission (ABM) partnering with
the Episcopal Church in the Philippines in community development work. While in Australia,
the delegates met with the ABM Board and were able to visit a number of ABM supporting
parishes. They were guests at the ABM SA Provincial Dinner in Adelaide.
We were fortunate to welcome Bishop Brent
Alawas on Saturday 29 September at a bring
and share tea at St Edmund’s church hall. It
was a fantastic night … everybody joined in
and there were lots of laughs and fellowship
- a really happy occasion. Glacey Lockyer
provided some traditional Filipino food which
was appreciated not only by Bishop Brent
but everyone that attended. There was also
a large arrange of traditional ‘Aussie food’.

Bishop Brent answered various questions,
including the main difference between the
Riverland and the Philippines - no
mountains. He also discussed that the
Philippines is no longer reliant on financial
aid. They have used the previous financial
aid and sharing of expertise to build their
own capacity. They now are actually sharing
capabilites with neighbouring countries.
Bishop Brent gave the sermon at our
Sunday service the next morning.
Jenny Siviour

On 24 November, St Edmund’s hosted the Combined Churches Barmera Christmas Party. The
afternoon included singing from the Barmera Men’s Choir, a couple of Christmas skits, an exercise
in unjumbling words of the books of the Bible and church names. It was followed by afternoon tea.

The Christmas Party is shared by the four denominational churches in Barmera: Anglican, Roman
Catholic, Uniting and Lutheran.
December 2019
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St Alban’s, Berri
St Alban’s now has two new
banners:
one for `Ordinary Time`;
the second for the approaching
season of Advent:

On 6 October, St Alban’s hosted
the new Bishop of The Murray,
Bishop Keith Dalby, during his
first visit to the Riverland.
Bishop Keith was presented with a welcome basket of local
fruits, nuts, wines, etc.

St Alban’s will start the Riverland Anglican churches’ Christmas season with `Nine Lessons and
Carols’ at 7.00 pm on Sunday 22 December. This will be the only service in Berri this season.
Nerida Stanton

(See the back cover for service times of neighbouring churches.)
Bishop Keith’s visit, with caravan, to the Riverland in October also included meeting Mission
District Council; interviews with Murray Pioneer and ABC; visiting ac.care; visiting churches; social
gatherings; visit to Morgan; tour of Renmark; and sausage sizzle at Berri Bunnings. He has now
completed his ‘Grand Tour’ of the Diocese.
Bishop Keith will return to the Riverland in late January. While Fr Paul takes a holiday, Bishop
Keith will conduct worship on four Sundays in different churches of the District, starting in Waikerie
on 26 January. He also plans to conduct workshops on the first three Saturdays of February.
Invitations and details will be finalised and promoted shortly.
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St Oswald’s, Monash
On Sunday 18 August, Father Paul Devenport officiated at the Vietnam Veterans’ Day Service at
their Memorial in Berri. About 80 people battled the very cold windy morning at the riverfront.
(Even the plastic chairs moved when we stood for the National Anthem.)
Our winter numbers vary and so we have attended Barmera services, including having Bishop
Brent Alawas from the Northern Philippines.
However, on Sundays when we have our 7.30 am service at Monash, Father Peter Chilver travels
from Waikerie. We enjoy our impromptu discussions on the readings which can be done with our
limited time and smaller numbers.
Sunday 6 October was our first summer Market at Barmera. Unfortunately only a few were able
to meet our new Bishop, Keith Dalby, at the combined only service in Berri on the same morning.
We are looking forward to his time with us in February when Father Paul and Helen take a well
deserved break.
October was ‘our month’ in Berri Op. Shop and we find this is a great way to bring other ladies
and men in to help.
Gordon Sharp has responded to an ETSA letter by removing the tree and shrub tops from under
the power lines going into our church.
We give our Season’s greetings to all and remind everyone of the Monash CFS Christmas
Carols on Wednesday 18 December .
Wardens Gordon Sharp and Joy Stoeckel

FINANCES
As we approach the end of our Financial Year, the financial position of our Pastoral District
remains a concern.
We have been very fortunate to have the services of Fr Bob and Fr Peter this year to assist Fr
Paul and we have all enjoyed and appreciated their ministry among us. We have provided the
housing and paid all associated expenses plus their travel. All other expenses have been paid by
the Diocese, which has been great.
Opening Balance 1st January
Closing Balance 31st October

$24,396
$16,968

We have since transferred a further $5,000 from our Special Purpose Funds to supplement our
General Funds, bringing the total amount transferred from our SPF this year to $30,000.
Cheryl Davis

Q. How is the alphabet different at Christmas from every other day?

A. “Season’s bleatings!”

Q. What do sheep say to shepherds at Christmastime?
Q. What do reindeer say before they tell a joke?
Q. Where do you find reindeer?

December 2019

A. There’s Noel!
A. This will sleigh you

A. It depends on where you leave them!
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CHRISTMAS IN THE RIVERLAND 2019
Sunday 22 December
St Alban’s, Berri
7.00 pm

Nine Lessons and Carols

Christmas Eve – Tuesday 24 December
St James’, Waikerie
7.00 pm

Vigil Mass and Blessing of the Crib

St Augustine of Hippo, Renmark
7.00 pm

Family Service with Blessing of the Crib

Church of the Resurrection, Loxton
9.00 pm

Vigil Mass

St Edmund’s, Barmera
10.30 pm

Carol singing leading to 11.00 pm Midnight Mass

St Augustine of Hippo, Renmark
11.15 pm

Carol singing leading to 11.30 pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day – Wednesday 25 December
St Augustine of Hippo, Renmark
9.00 am

Christmas Mass

St Peter’s, Morgan
9.00 am
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Family Service with Holy Communion
– children bring your favourite present
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